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ney, McKinney, McNeeI, Miller, Navarro, Phillips, Williat!H 
and Williamson-12. 

Senator McNeel moved to :Fill the blank with Austin. 
Yeas. Senators, Bagby, Bourland, Burleson,. Cuney, JeWt>.ttA 

Kinney, McKinney, :McNeel, Milfol·, Navarro, :Phillips. Robin
son, Williams and Williamson-14. 

Nays. Sena.tors, Grimes, Hogg, Pa:r:ker,.Seott, 'Wallace antl 
Wood--6. 

Senate adjourned until to~rn.orrow mom'.ng at 9 o'clock A. nr. 

SENATE CHAMBER, I 
:F'll.IDAY, April, 3, 1846. l 

9 o'ci:.ocx A. nr. 

Senate met pul'Sllttnt to a.fijournrnent, r:>ll called and n quo
rum present. 

Journal of the preceding day wai;; read and adopted. 
Senator Hogg, Chairman of the Judici~ry committ.et>.., to 

whom was refor.red a bill to be entitled "an aat to prescribe 
the time of the biennial meetings of the :L~slatl:wc of the 
Stato of Texas." reported tlte same hack tn the Senate with 
the following amendment, and recommended its paiss~~ 

St:rike out "December" and insert "N ovemher·" in the first 
section. Adopted. 

Also,, to whom was referred "'a bill to designate and oflfoial
ly .u.ame the persons who sh.all be ronservatotS of the :eeace,"· 
raported the same back to the Senate a:11d recommended its 
passage. 

Also, "a bill to rogn1ate motions for CD!->t.<;," reported the 
same back with the following am~ndment:::, and mreonunended 
its passage: 

rn Ulth line, 1st socti.on, .strike out "ten da.ys" and insert 
"six months," and strike out all of section lst after fhe word 
"action." Adopted. 

Also, "a bill to secure to the State of Texas the- customs 
re-venue .received or incurred under the law;-; of the Republic 
of Texas,'1 reported the same back '\Vi.th the following amend
ments. nnd recommrulded its passage~ 

Sootion lst, 9th line, after "imported" i.tuiert "after the Slst 
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,December, 1845, and;" in 14th. line mJJw out the word13, "be
fore said date" and insert "between sai.d dates." Section 2nd,. 
6th line~ after "imported:" insert "between tlte 3h1t Dec-emhe:r, 
J845 and the 16th Februa:r·y, 1846;" in the 13th line strike out 
•bef~re said date" and insert "between Raid dates." Amend
ments adopted. 

Also, u a bill to provide for vesl:i:ug iii. the Stnte escheated 
property,"' reported a substitute for the original and i·eco:m~ 
mended its passage. Substitute adopted. 

Senator Grimes, Chairman. of the J:i'inance committee, to 
whom wll8 referred a petition of the citi.ll:ens of Au.stinJ repox·
ted as follows: 

Auw.r::N, April lst, 184'6. 

To the How;rable .Edward Burleson~ 
Prcsiilent pro tern. of tne Senate:-

The committee on Finance, to whom -was referred the me
morial of sundry citizens of the city uf Austin, who were 
purc-hasers or holders of oity or ontlots fo said city, praying 
the Legislature to :rec1ui:re the Commifisione:r of the General 
Land Otfiae to issue patents to such holders~ who had. not forh 
feited the same prior to the 7th December~ IS40, without t:helr 
first paying into the T:reas\Jl'y tho liIOO\.lil.t fo:r which said lot6 
were purchased, n:nd are yet remaining unpaid; have given the 
subject due deliberation, and believe it. wnuld: be inexpedient 
to grant tJ\e relief prayed for by the lnemorlruists; f'rom. the 
fact that many purchasers have paid, .some two, and three, autl 
some the entire :i:ustaliments cm their purchases, whilst othera. 
have paid only one. Now to relinqtiiRh the dem®dH of th1il 
Government against those who have foiled to comply \vith the 
terms under which they be:came · pmdmscrs, wortld virtually 
he giving a premium to defaulters. lt would be doing an uat 
of injustice to those who have contrihutW. to the support of 
Government, by a. prompt -compliance mtT1 their obligatioru:;; 
and an inducement to otlte:rs who ate indebted to the Govcrn
lllent, to withhold payment,.:relying rrpon the Legislative inter
fetenc:e for l-elicf. The purehase:rs of city and out-lots of 
the city of Alliitin, were, by an aot of Congress, approved 17t.h 
January, 1842, anthoriz.cd to :relillquish thn payments that had 
been made ou any lot or lots,. and apply the m-0ney to the pay
ment of' othe:r fot:;. Congress has extended the time from yc,ar 
to year, fo:r the payment·of the purchase :money on said city j0 ts. The relief' extended by the last act ~xpircd on the 22nd 
anu.ary last. Your committee ha.ve recommended the pas-



148 
sage of a bill extending the benefit of the act of 1842, to t11e 
purchasers of a.II town or oii-y Jots, and to extend the tune for 
one yeru- from the passage thereof. 

Your committee when tal{ing into consii!eration the interests 
of the State as well <ts uf the memorialistst cannot recom
mend any other or further relief tha.n what is comtemplatt\d 
in the bill they have recommended, and above referrnd to, 

The memorialists alledge that the property they have pul'
chased, has de(>reciated 1n va'lue. Pr:oteeted as the oity of 
Austin now is from Indian depredation, with the settlements 
fast extending arou.nd and above f'.he same, with the vast en
hancement of tbe value of real estate throughout the State, 
by the annexation of Texas to the United States, and the g.rent 
probability that the seat of Government will remain at it~ 
pre?ent location fo:r many years, it is the opinion of your eo:m
mi ttee, that instead of the city proper'ty having depreciated in 
value, there is a real and permanent value attached to it now, 
that did not exist a..t the tjme of the saJe of the lots. 

The memorialists fo.rther alledge, iha,t t}10 Government haa 
already received for the lots sold, more tha.u they were worth; 
but they do not show that each purchaser has contributed hill 
proportional part thereof'. The contrary however i1:1 evldrrnL 

With these evidencr>..s and considcJ:ations, your comruittM 
ask to be disnharged from the fu.rther con@dcfatiou of the sub
ject, and that mnmmlalists have leave to \vi.th.draw their 

petition: JJ:!iSSE GRIMES, Gliainno.n. 

Sena,tor \Vallace~ one of the committee on the Judicin:ry, to 
whom was referred a bill defining tlw r1utif·~ or Secretary of 
State, reported a snhsti1ute for the 01~lglnnl bi11, a11i! nomn
mended its passage. Substitute adopted. 

Senator Scott, Chairman of the committee: on EirrvUed BiH!!. 
reported that the committee had e:xamfoed a hill to be entitle<! 
"'an act to allow defendants to plead a parti-.11 failure of con
sideration," and finding the same con'.ently enrolled, Jmving 
been signed, by the Speaker of the House of Representative" 
and Presjdent pro tem, of the Stmatc, was fhis day p~scnted 
to the Governor for hls approval. Report adopted. 

Sena.tor Wallace intro<luccd a bill, to be entitled "an act :re
quiri:ng :Notaries Publfo to procure a EPaJ of nf!foe for the uu
thentication of tbeil" ()fficial act:s." Read :fil'St tirne. 

Senator McKinney intro<luced a bi11 to be entitled "an eet 
of arnnnsty and pardon.'' Head first forte, 

A mcs1:1agc wua received from the House of Repr~e:ntan,,~• 
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informing the Se11ate that the Homtt had concurred in theil
arnendments to a bill to create the county of Lavaeea, a11c1 a 
bill to incorporate the Huntsville Acailemy. 

On motion of Senator Bagby, the Senate proee1;.'lied to the 

ORDERS OF 'l'HE DAY. 

On motion of Senator Grimes, the bill tv create the counfy of 
Walker was taken up. Read third time a;nd passed. · 

A bill to organize the Supreme Comt of the State of Texas, 
being before the Senate at the arl,jomnment on 'l'hursday. 

Senator Wood moved a reconsideration of the vote adopting 
the substitute for the 2d section. 

On motion of Senatol' Kiuney, the motion to reconsider and 
the bill, were laid on the table until Monday. 

Bill to cTeate the county of Denton. 
On motion of Senator Williams, ~he blank in the bill was

filled with "Pinckneyville1" and tl:.e bill read thfrd time and 

pa.1Tif• to establish the J ndicial Districts of the District Court. 
Read 3d time and passed. 

Bill to authorize the payment of Government land dues in 
~cie. 

Senator Parker moved to insert "01· patents " in 2d section. 
Carried. Bill read thh-d time and uassed. 

Bill to create the county of Griffies. H.ead third time and 
passed. 

Bill to be entitled " an act to organize the militia of the 
State of Texas.i' 

Senator Scott offered the fbUo,ving mnendment1:1: 
In sh.i:h section, .insert "that the Gove:>uor shall have power to 

appoint one aid-de-camp in each Major Geuexal's Div:i&an, 
\\ith the rank of Oolonel of Cavalry." In eighth section strike 
out "cavalry" and insert "infa11try." Adopted. 

Senator 'Wallace moved to insert in the 17th ireet.ion, "to the 
Judge of the County and 11-ohate Con:.."t." Arfopted and bill 
read third time and pasllled. 

Bill to be entitled "an act to organize the District Courts," 
on report of the Judiciary committee. .Amendment!;} adopted 
und bill ordered to lie engrossed. 

Bill to he entitled "an act for the appointment of pat:rols." 
Senator Phillips o:ffemd the followiug amendm.Lxnt; 1u see~ 

ti.on 2ai 3d line, after the word "diviID.on," insert "o:-.vnem Qf 
negro property." Rejected. 
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Sena.tor McKinney offered the following amendment: 
"And also to apprehend an:y white person who may be found 

in any ll~o quarter- asso~iating 'With i:>r participating in coin. 
tnon with the slaves of iru.ch assemblage or quarter, in amuse
ments or associations, without having the permission. of the 
master or ovtn.e1• of such sla'Ves, and earry such person or per. 
sons before any Jr.rntiee @f Peaee in the district, who shall be 
fined for the :first offence not less than five nor more than fifty 
dollars, and imprisoned at the d.i.scrretion of the justice not 
'.more than thirty day!!{ and for a second offence, shall he liable 
to double the penalty; ;:i,nd for a third offence, shall :roceive 
not less than ten nor morn than thirty-.nine lashes, at the dis
cretion of the court." Adopte~ 

Senator Wood moved to fill the blanlt in the 10th section 
with "within ten days afte1· his muster.n Adopted and Lill 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Senator Robinson1 the Senate adjourned until 
3 o'clock, l'. M. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Bill to authorize suits against the State. Read 2d time aod 
ordered to be engrossed. 

Bill to create the county of Titus. Refem:d to committee 
an. County Boundaries. 

Bill to authorize the Governor to Slll!lpend publie officers in 
the diseharge of theh• official du.tie;g. Read second time and 
referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Bill to define in what manner judgment" shall act as a lien 
on real estate. Read 2d time and refeired to Judiciary com
mittee, 

Bill requiring the Governor to notify Chief Jru.tfoes of conn
ti~ of the appointment of Notaries Publia, and lmYlng the 
game published in the :newspapers. Read st--eond time and 
referred to Judiciary committ~. 

Bill to be entitled "an act to give fines and penalties which 
may hereafter be imposed and assessed, in and by any court in 
this State, to the counties in whioh they u:re so :imposed and 
MSeSsed," on the :report of the committee on Finance reeom
rnending its l·qjection. 

On motion of Senator Robinson the report was laid on the 
t1tb.!Cy and the bill re-committed to the Judicrlary committee. 
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Bill for the relief of purchasers of town or city lots of the 
late Republic of Texas. Ordered to be engrossed. 

Bill to l"epea.l the 4th section of an a.ct approved June '7tb, 
JB37, authorizing the consolidation of and funding of the pub
lic debt, and prescribing the manner in which stock certificates 
of the said fund shall he transferred. Read 2d time and or0 

dered to be engrossed. 

BILLS READ l<"'ffiST TIME. 

nm to provide for the organization of the several counties 
in this State. 

Bill to preseribe the manner of organizing the House of 
Rep:resentati.ves of the State of Te:xa.s. 

Bill to define the boundaries of Robertson county. 
Joint resolution for disposing of th:a public buildings in the 

dtv of Austin. 
Bill to create the county of Limestone. 
Bill to define the limits of the county of San Patricio. 
Bill to raise a revenue hv direct taxation. 
Amendmenni of the House, to the Sen.at.e's hEl t.o p:rnYide fop 

the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State of 'ft'lx1:vi -
The Senate te:f'ttsed to concur. 

Amendments of the House to the Se::JO.te's bill crea.tin.g the 
county of Smith. 

On motion of Senator Parker, Senate refused to concm-. 
Amendments of the House to the Senate's bill creating th~ 

county of Cherokee, Senate 1·efuse:l'. to concur 5n the firsf 
amendment, and concuned in the second. 

Senato.:r Parker mow.LI. .a i.-econsiderat:ion of t.he vote refu
sing to concur in the amend.ments of the Honse to foe biD cre
ating the county of Smit!J. Carrted, and Seuate concurred ir. 
the second am.endmeul, but rdused 1·0 c:cncur in the first 
amendment. 

Senator Phillips moved to tal1:e up a joint :resolntion, proYi
ding IOT' the sale of the public domain. Lost~ 

~enator Hogg moved to take up a bi1~ to provide for th? 
transfer of judicial proceedings from old to new counties, 

On motion of Se11a1;or Robinso~ the Senate ad,iourn<'...d until 
to-.mOl'l'UW morning, 9 o'clock. 


